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indexed. Not illustrated. 1880 Excerpt: .25th, 1874. In comparing the amounts given by the lowest bidder for the
several designs, there appeared to be a difference of only #2,824 between Nos. 2 and 4--in favor of the former--
but the Committee decided that No. 4 possessed advantages over No. 2, which made it preferable even at the
same price. The cost of Plan No. | was in excess of No. 4 by $520,733, and although the Committee was of
opinion that the interior effect of No. 1 would be superior to that of No. 4, still, it felt that the great difference in
cost would outweigh any adv antages in this respect, and it therefore adopted Mr. Pettit s plan on June 30th, the
Director-General giving his approval on July 4th, by order of the Executive Committee. This was the first design
upon which the Board of Finance and Executive Committee both agreed, and was the final result of the
successive efforts of many talented in their profession, developing step by step from the grand ideas of the
original requirements to a practical basis which could be met by the resources at hand. All those who
contributed towards the attainment of this end--be it more or less--are entitled to due credit for it. The contract
was awarded to the lowest bidder, Mr. Richard J. Dobbins, of Philadelphia for $1,076,000--exclusive of drainage,
plumbing, decoration and painting--the area to be covered being eighteen acres; and Messrs. Vaux Radford
were authorized to proceed with the...
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