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indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: . terrible drama which always arises out of outbreaks produced by
popular excitement, the excess of credulity equals the audacity of unscrupulous falsehood; everywhere and
always passion and fear furnish to troubled imaginations accusations which they greedily accept. They bring
into court the pagan servants practices. This rescript certainly had reference to the Christians. I should like to
consider it a means furnished to judges for pronouncing against them some punishment other than death, and
we know that a certain number of Christians were in fact sent into Sardinia. See, in vol. vi., the reign of
Commodus. As regards Polycarp s martyrdom in the time of Aurelius, we have followed the calculations of M.
Waddington. (See above, p. 164.) i For the topography of Lyons, see vol. iv. pp. 52, 575, with the corresponding
notes. of these champions for Christ, who, from fear of tortures and the solicitations of the soldiers, are forced
to confess that we commit all these abominations. When these calumnies are spread about amongst the public
such anger arises against us that even our very friends share the fury of the governor, the soldiers, and the
people. Yet a Boman citizen, wealthy and of influence in the city, named Vettius Epagathus, stepped forth from
the crowd and said to the governor: I claim to defend these men, and I engage to prove that they have not
committed any of the crimes brought against them. Then you are yourself a Christian, since you...
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