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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the battle written by participants
on both sides *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes a table of contents We
underestimated the enemy s strength, as well as his size and climate. - Heinz Guderian World War Il was fought
on a scale unlike anything before or since in human history, and the unfathomable casualty counts are
attributable in large measure to the carnage inflicted between Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union during Hitler
s invasion of Russia and Stalin s desperate defense. The invasion came in 1941 following a nonaggression pact
signed between the two in 1939, which allowed Hitler to focus his attention on the west without having to worry
about an attack from the eastern front. While Germany was focusing on the west, the Soviet Union sent large
contingents of troops to the border region between the two countries, and Stalin s plan to take territory in
Poland and the Baltic States angered Hitler. By 1940, Hitler viewed Stalin as a major threat and had made the
decision to invade Russia: In the course of this contest, Russia must be disposed of.Spring 1941. The quicker we
smash Russia the better. While a legend exists today that Hitler s strategic fecklessness destroyed Germany s
chances, despite the wise objections of the Wehrmacht general staff (OKW), the actual situation in 1941
resembled the precise reverse of this familiar historical trope. The historian Robert Forczyk argues convincingly
that the Fuhrer retained his full strategic acumen in 1941, until he ill-advisedly adopted the suggestions of the
OKW and diverted forces in a winter campaign to seize the Soviet capital, leading to...
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