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Vintage, 2013. Book Condition: New. Brand New, Unread Copy in Perfect Condition. A+ Customer Service!
Summary: "The book reads like a Shakespearean tragedy played out on the national stage, where everything is
converging toward a point of catastrophe, and the one thing that could avert disaster at the last minute (in this
case, some kind of compromise) fails. . . . There are moral implications here, as well as historical." - The Daily
Beast "Cooper suggests Lincoln might have forestalled the march toward secession by speaking out before his
inaugural, but he refused and was as firmly opposed to compromise as the rest of his party. . . . The book gains
momentum as the crisis deepens and Cooper describes the enormous pressures on Lincoln as he agonized
whether to reinforce beleaguered Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor." - Seattle Times "In this compelling blend
of crisp narrative and shrewd analysis, William J. Cooper examines the most profound crisis of the antebellum
American Union through the eyes of the contesting political camps. The result is a triumph of balanced, wise,
and genuinely fresh historical writing: a book that brilliantly captures the uncertainty, the search for
compromise, and the role of contingency during these fraught months." -Richard Carwardine, author of
Lincoln: A Life of Purpose and Power " We Have the War Upon Us is the best survey of the secession crisis
published in a generation. There is no more important question than how the Union fell apart in the wake of
Abraham Lincoln's election in November 1860. Cooper answers it with a clarity that comes only aKer years of
research and thought. This is a book for scholars to ponder, but for all interested readers to enjoy." -James
Oakes, author of Freedom National: The Destruction of Slavery in the United States,...
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