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The praise of Lincoln has hardly ceased echoing throughout the world, evoked by the hundredth anniversary of
his birthday. This year is also the centenary of Hamlin, Lincoln s fellow standard-bearer, trusted friend and
counselor. It is proper that at this meeting the centennial of the birth of Hamlin, a few months hence, should be
anticipated and our evening devoted to loving memory of him and to the recollection of his many and high
claims to good fame and enduring honor among men. It is especially fitting that the Military Order of the Loyal
Legion of the United States should be mindful of this great friend and supporter of the Union, since the chief of
its objects is to cherish the associations and memories of the war waged in defence of the unity and indivisibility
of the Republic. and because Hamlin was elected a companion of the Order by the Mother Commandery at
Philadelphia under that section of the constitution which made eligible to membership those gentlemen who in
civil life, during the Rebellion, were especially distinguished for conspicuous and consistent loyally to the
National Government, and were active and eminent in maintaining the supremacy of the same. It is the high
privilege of the Commandery of Maine to initiate the memorial exercises in honor of the centenary of Hamlin,
since he was a companion of this Commandery by...
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