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People: From Early British Rule This publication appears at an opportune moment. The constitution of India is
in the crucible. A new legislature, the first born of the Reform Scheme of which Mr. Montagu and Lord
Chelmsfordare thejoint sponsors, has held its initial meeting at Delhi and the two branches of the legislature,
the Council ofState and the Legislative Assembly, have been blooded in their first taste of Parliamentary
education and Parliamentary procedure. The experiment augurs well for the future. Two committees have
been appointed to scrutinise and report upon laws which for some years have imposed severe and to some
minds unwarrantable restrictions upon the liberty of the subject. The repressive laws which have aroused bitter
resentment, it is hoped, will now disappear, while the revision of the fetters imposed upon the Press of this
country will either be sensibly modified or removed. A new spirit of freedom as of nationality is awake
throughout the land. The first step is a call for more breathing space and the Government, it may be inferred
from their approval of the nomination of the two committees, are not indisposed to answer to that call. If the
investigation is to be thorough, those responsible for it will find plenty of food for thought in the leaves of this
compilation. Here are gathered together much of the legislation which had evoked the major portion of the
mistrust convulsing the peoples of India. | do not suppose that its Author pretends that this offering of his
industry and brain is exhaustive. He has none the less collected into a handy space...
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