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LECTURE XX THIS will be my last lecture, for the life of Erasmus
was drawing to an end. He did not feel it. His health was
shattered. He was sixty-five years old, but his indomitable spirit
was rising with the apparent improvement of the prospect. The
Emperor was gracious again; Clement was propitious.
Ferdinand offered him some high post in the Church, and
directed the Cardinal of Trent to make a formal proposal to him.
He was, of course, pleased, though obliged to refuse. May 19,
1532. I am much gratified (he writes in acknowledgment to the
Cardinal ), and I regret that I am not able to thank the Prince in
person. You bid me ask some favour of him, which you
undertake that he will grant. Would that King Christ had sent me
such a message. Of Him I should have...
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